The role of muscle biopsy in the age of genetic testing.
The purpose of this review is to discuss the role of muscle biopsy in the current age of genetic testing. The diagnostic approach to patients with suspected genetically determined myopathies has been altered by recent advances in molecular diagnostic technologies and by the increased number of conditions for which the genetic alterations have been identified. Myopathological aspects can narrow down the differential diagnosis when the clinical phenotype is not informative enough and can help guide the molecular investigation. Here, we review genetic and myopathological aspects of selected genetically determined myopathies.